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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claim 5, and amend the claims as follows: 

1, (Currently Amended) A method for providing a - coGcade Brocessin'q 
electronic mail^ d i otr i biition proc e s s comprising: 

croating an receiving a first electronic mail message having a flag to identify the 
first electronic mail message as a cascade-type electronic mail message; an4 

forwarding a r o co i vod casc ade4ype the received first electronic mail message to 
one or more recipients i n a roo i pients l i st i 

receiving a second electronic mail message: 

determining whether the second electronic mail messa ge is a cascade-type 
electronic mail message related to the first electronic m ail message: and 

when the second electronic mail message is determine d as a cascade-type 
electronic mail message related to the first electronic mail m essage, determining a 
fonA/ard-to list from the one or more recipients and forwarding the second electronic mail 
message to the one or more recipients o n the forward-to list. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

croating an e loctronio mail m oc cago having a flag to i dont i fy the e loctronic mai l 
mocGago as a casc a do forward typo electron i c ma i l m e ssag e ; -^R^ 

outomaticatiy forwarding a r e coivcd caGcado forward typo clootronic ma i l 

m oG ca g o - to r e cipi e n t s -i n - a forwarded ma i l log, 

determining one or more non-cascade-enabled recipients: 

removing cascade-tvpe identification infomnation from the second electronic majl 
message: and 

forwarding the second electronic mail message to the secon d electronic mail 
message without the cascade-tvoe identification information to the one or more non- 
cascade-enabled recipients. 
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3. 



(Currently Amended) 



A method for providing a cascade electronic mail 



distribution process comprising: 

creating a first electronic mail message , whoro having a flag identifying the first 
electronic mall message is as a cascade-type message; 

distributing the first electronic mail message to at least one first recipient; 

forwarding the first electronic mail message from the at least one first recipient to 
at least one second recipient; and 

creating a forwarded mail log that identifies tho firot o l cGtron i c ma il messag e and 
the at least one second recipient in relation with r<)Gipionts of the first electronic mail 
message; 

creating a second electronic mail message havina a cascade forward flag 
identifying the second electronic message as a cascade forward type message related 
to the first message; 



upon receiving the second electronic mail message by the at least one first 
recipient, accessing the fonA^arded mail loo to identify the at least one second recipient 
that received the first electronic mail message; and 

automatically forwarding the second electronic mail message to the identified at 
least one second recipient . 

4. (Original) The method of daim 3 further comprising: 

identifying the at least one second recipient in a recipient table, where the at 
least one second recipient is cascade enabled. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Cunrently Amended) The method of claims 3 wherein said accessing step 
further comprises: 

comparing a list of recipients of the second electronic mail message to said 
identified at least one second recipient; and 

identifying the at least one second recipient that is not in the list of recipients. 



distributing the second electronic mail message to the at least one first recipient: 
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7, 



(Currently Amended) 



The method of claim 3 further comprising: 



Identifying if detenmining whether a user accepts cascade-type electronic mail 
and. if not sending an electronic message to the a sender of a cascade-type electronic 
mail message that Identifies the user as not accepting cascade-type electronic mail. 



distribution comprising: 

a first terminal for sending a first cascade-type electronic mail message and a 
second cascade-type electronic mail message which is related to the first cascade type 
electronic message through a network; and 

a second terminal for receiving from the first terminal via the network the first 
3 cascade-type electronic mail message, forwarding the first ca scade-tvpe electronic 



message to a third terminal, updating a forwarded log with an identification of -a- the 
third terminal, receiving the second cascade-tvpe electronic message, determining 
whether the second cascade-tvoe electronic is re lated to the first cascade-tvpe 
message, and if related, automatically forwarding the cascade-type electronic mail 
message to the third temiinal. 

9. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the forwarded 
second cascade-type electronic mail message comprises an origina l the first cascade- 
tvpe electronic mail message from said first tenninal and additional message 
information from said second temninal- 

10. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein each of the first and 
second the cascade-type electronic mail message comprises: 

a message identification; 
a recipients field; 

a message type field that identifies a cascade feature of the electronic mail 
message; and 

a message field. 



8. 



(Cunrently Amended) 



Apparatus for providing cascade electronic mail 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The dota ctructure apparatus of claim 10 wherein the 
message identification comprises a user name and a time-stamp. 

12. (Currently Amended) The data stmcture apparatus of claim 10 wherein the 
message type field is a cascade enable field. 

1 3. (Cun-ently Amended) The data ctructure apparatus of claim 10 wherein the 
message type field is a cascade-forward enable field . 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The € lata structur e apparatus of claim 1 0 wherein the 
second cascade-tvpe electronic mail message further comprises a previous message 




field. 



15. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for processing electronic mail comprising: 

g firct portion of an electronic mall processor for creating configured to perform a 
method comprising: 

receiving a fii^t electronic mail message having a flag to identify the 
first electronic mail message as a cascade-type electronic mail message;^aA4 

o cocond portion of the e l e ctronic mail procoscor for forwarding the 
received fut cascade-type electronic mail message to one or more recipients iA-a 
recipi e nt sl i sti 

receiving a second electronic mail message: 

determining whether the second electronic message is a cascade-tvpe 
electronic mail message related to the first electronic m ail message: and 

when the second electronic mail message is determined as a cascade.^ 
tvpe electronic mail message related to the first electronic mail message, determining a 
forward-to list from the one or more recipients and fonvarding the second electronic mail 
message to the one or more recipients on the forward-to list . 
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1 6, (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 5^ wherein the electronic mail 
processor is configured to perform the method further comprising: 

n third portion of tho Plr^r'^^'^ prnrnr^nr fnr nrnntino an o l octronic ma i l 
mQD c agc having a flag to identify tho - clcGtronic mail moccago as a ca c cado fonft/ard 
type oloctronic ma i l mocsa g e; ? -^n d 

a fourth portion of thr '^^'i pmrn^^^nr fnr nutomat i callv fofward i no 

feo e i vod caccade forward type e l e ctronic mail mossago to rooipiontc i n a forward ed 
moi l l og. 

determining one or more non-cascade-enabled recipients: 
removing cascade-tvpe identification informatio n from the second electronic mail 
message: and 

forwarding the second electronic mail message to the second electronic mail 
^ message without the cascade-tvoe identification infor mation to the one or more non- 

cascade-enabled recipients. 

17, (Cun-ently Amended) The apparatus of claim 16 wherein the second 
caccado forward typo electronic mail message comprises a retraction of a - previously 
s&Frt the first electronic mail message. 

18, (Cun-ently Amended) A computer readable medium comprising software 
that, when executed by a general purpose computer, causes said general purpose 
computer to perform a method comprising: 

creating receiving an electronic mail message having a flag to identify the 
electronic mail message as a cascade-type electronic mail message; afi4 

forwarding the received firet cascade-type electronic mail message to one or 
more recipients i n o recip i ents li st; 

receiving a second electronic mail message: 

determining whether the second electronic message is a cascade -tvoe electronic 
mail message related to the first electronic mail mess age: and 

when the second electronic mail message is determined as a ca scade-tvoe 
electronic mail message related to the first electronic mail message, determining a 
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forward-to list from the one or more recipients an d forwardinQ the second electronic mail 
message to the one or more recip ients on the forward-to list. 

19. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium mothod of claim 18 
fnrfhnr nnmprininQ wherein the method furt h er comprises : 

creating on oloctronic moi l mossago having a flog to ident i fy tho oicotroniG mai l 
moGoago op a oaDcado forward typo cloctronio mail m eco ago; and 

automatical l y forwarding rocG i vod caGcado forward typo olcctronic ma il moGsago 
t Q - rocipi e nt G in a fonvardod ma i l lo g ? 

determinina one or more non-cascade-enable d recipients: 

rgmovino cascade-type Identification information from th e second electronic mail 
message: and 

forwardina the second electronic mail message to the second electronic mail 
message without the cascade-tvoe identification infonnation to the one or more non- 
caflcade-enabled recipients. 

20. (Cun-ently Amended) The [[A]] computer readable medium of claim 18, 
further comprising a data staicture of an electronic mail message comprising: 

a message identification; 
a recipients field; 

a message type field that identifies a cascade feature of the electronic mail 
message; and 

a message field. 

21. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium data stmctur e of 
claim 20 wherein the message identification comprises a user name and a time-stamp. 

22. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium data gtructuro of 
claim 20 wherein the message type field is a cascade enable field. 
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23. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium data Qtruaturo of 
claim 20 wherein the message type field is a cascade-forward enable field. 



24. (Currently Amended) 



The computer readable medium d a t a - structur e of 



claim 20 further comprises a previous message field. 

25, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the received first 
cascade-type electronic mail message is addressed to a first recipient and wherein the 
flag prompts an email program to automatically forward ae a subsequent email 
message which is related to the first electronic mail message to the one or more 
recipients if the subsequejit email message is received by the first recipient after the 
first recipient having forwarded forwa r ding the received first cascade-type electronic 
mail message. 



26. (Cun-ently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further c omprisino comparing 
the one or more recipients to a recipient list of the second electronic m ail message, 
wherein the forward e d mai l log fonfl/ard-to list is populated with the one or more 
recipients that are not on the recipient list of the second electronic mail message i n th e 
f ecipients lict at tho - time of forwarding . 

27. (Currently Amended) A method for providing a cascading electronic mail 
distribution process, comprising: 

receiving, from a sender, a first electronic mail message identified as a cascade- 
type message; 

fonwarding. in response to a prompt from a user, the first electronic mail message 
to at least one recipient; 

receiving, from the sender, a second electronic mail message identified as a 
cascade-type message; ar>d 

detemnining whether the second electronic mail message is related to the first 
ejectronic mail message: and 
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automatically forwarding the second electronic mail message to the at least one 
recipient as a result of the first and second electronic mail messages being identified as 
related cascade-type messages from the same sender 

Please add the following claim: 

^ 28. (New) The method of claim 1 . further comprising: 

before receiving the first electronic mail message, detemnining whether the first 
electronic mail message is a cascade-type electronic mail and determining whether an 
electronic mail program has enabled acceptance of cascade-type electronic mail; and 

when the first eiectronic mail message is determined as a cascade-type 
electronic mail and the electronic mail program is determined as non-cascade enabled, 
rejecting the first electronic mail message. 
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